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School Council 

Board Minutes 
Date|Time 2/12/2025 6:45 AM    Location NDC Library 

  

 

Location: Notre Dame Collegiate, High River 

Date: February 12, 2025 

Attendees: Lindsay Sager, Jacqui Vanderfluit, Terri Walker, Sara Jerke, SL. S, Christiane Kowich, 

Mavel Predas, Jodi deKlerk (Principal), Mark MacDonald (Trustee), Cathy Dudgeon 

(Teacher/Faith Representative) Regrets: Adrienne Maerz (Secretary) Wynter Brown, Terri 

Walker, Nancy Barton (Community Member at Large) 

 

I. OPENING PRAYER AND CALL TO ORDER 

 

Notre dame Collegiate School Council meeting was called to order at 6:47 p.m. on February 12, 2025.  

Opening prayer lead by Lindsay Sager. 

 

II. ADDITIONS AND ADOPTION OF AGENDA:  Moved by SL.S. to adopt the agenda with the additions. 

CARRIED  

 

III. ADOPTION OF MINUTES of January 8, 2025. Moved by Sara J. to adopt the minutes as presented. 

CARRIED.   

 

IV. TRUSTEE’S REPORT – Mark MacDonald  

 

a. Chelsae Petrovic, MLA for Livingtone Macleod, accompanied the Trustee on a school tour of both 

Notre Dame Collegiate and Holy Spirit Academy in High River.  CTR is grateful to have positive, 

respectful relationships with the current UCP government.  

b. Trustee MacDonald denoted Danielle Smith, MLA and Premier for Medicine Hat, has been actively 

engaged with with CTR has schools in this constituency as well. 

You are made for greatness. (Pope Benedict XVI)
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c. A draft of the CTR divisional calendar is complete and continues to be under review. CTR’s Board 

of Trustees makes the final determination on all divisional school calendars.  Considerations 

include geographical regions in relation to bus transportation, observing truth and reconciliation, 

and meeting requisite instructional hours, as some highlight examples.  Historically, discussion 

surrounding the idea behind “Friday afternoons off” has been at the forefront of yearly trustee 

Board discussions surrounding calendar development. SC members around the table provided 

Mark some valuable feedback with respect to how CTR’s scheduling does have an invariable 

impact on a family’s schedule. There appeared to be consensus as it relates to both parents and 

student preference as it relates to Friday afternoons. Sarah J. suggests a “parent engagement 

feedback survey’ to gauge feedback from our school community.  

d. Mark reported to SC that the CTR Board is currently working on a draft Artificial Intelligence “AI” 

policy.  

e. Faith days is coming up with Mr. Chaisson being named the keynote speaker.  

f. It’s also the 30th anniversary of Christ the Redeemer. CTR’s theme: ‘Joyful Witness - the perpetual 

adoration’ 

g. Mark will not be at next SC meeting.  March 12, 2025, is a scheduling conflict with Catholic 

Woman’s League. Mark extends his apologies, in advance, for not being in attendance 

 

V. PRINCIPAL’S REPORT – Jodi deKlerk 

a. Jodi provided SC with a brief summary of the Alberta Assurance Annual Education Results. See 

2023-24 Results Report Attached.   Principal’s Note: PAT and Diploma results are impacted by 

grade and who and how many are writing.  Faith is challenging for students in grade 7 and 8 as 

each student is going through a period of change. It’s important to receive feedback, both positive 

and negative.  

b. The comprehensive Annual Education Result Report can be found on Notre Dame Collegiate’s 

website. (About Tab – Sub Menu Tab – Click Education Plan and Results – Scroll Down to review 

results) https://www.redeemer.ab.ca/academic-excellence (Note: Website locations are subject 

to change)  

c. Principal deklerk also shared with SC that her meeting with MLA Petrovic was a good meeting and 

she was left with a good feeling about the Ms. Petrovic. Mark indicated that the CTR has a good 

working relationship with the existing government.  

 

VI. CHAIR’S REPORT – Lindsay Sager 

a. Lindsay shared her experience in attending the Ward meeting. Lindsay attended the Parent 

engagement component of this past month’s Ward Meeting. 

b. Linsday summarized her President’s report to the Ward with S.C. – See Chair Ward Report 

Attached 

 

VII. TREASURER’S REPORT – no report  

 

 

 

https://www.redeemer.ab.ca/academic-excellence
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VIII. FAITH LESSON – Cathy Dungeon  

 

a. Solidarity: One big part of a Human Family – we have a responsibility to look after each other.  

b. Children learn by observing us – in what we see and what we are doing.  

c. Working together for the common good.  

 

IX. COUNCIL BUSINESS 

 

a) DISCUSSION ITEM: Growing Smiles update:   Registration is now open. Jacqui has signed up for 

an NDC SC account. Registering a website is contingent on whether NDC SC will have access to 

our bank account. Jacqui advises she is only available until February 28, 2025, and if we still do 

not have a bank account, her recommendation is to proceed with advertising in the March 

Newsletter and restrict sales to credit card only. Jacqui asked for a volunteer to help if registration 

falls past Feb 28th as she has prior commitments. SL. S. offered to assist Jacqui.  

b) ACTION ITEM: BMO signing authority – Moved by SL.S. to direct the Bank of Montreal that only 

two of three signing authorities are required for our cheques that have two lines for signatures. 

MOTION CARRIED.    

c) DISCUSSION ITEM: Jacqui V. asked if we should go in camera to discuss Agenda Items on the “In 

Camera Agenda” circulated in advance of this meeting via email. Council decided items were 

appropriate for the regular agenda. Trustee Mark offered whether SC is able to even move in 

camera.  

d) INFORMATION ITEM: - Sara J emailed the Chair in request for supporting documentation in 

advance of this meeting. The following documents were circulated at this SC meeting: (i) Excerpt 

from the Education Act – s.55 – Definition of School Council (See Attachment – s.55 School 

Councils) (ii) A copy of Alberta Regulation 94/2029 School Councils Regulation – a copy can be 

found at https://open.alberta.ca/publications/2019_094 (iii) Excerpt from SCHOOL COUNCIL 

RESOURCE GUIDE, approved by the Ministry of Education (See Attachment – ASCA SC RESOURCE 

GUIDE– The Full document can be found online at: 

https://www.albertaschoolcouncils.ca/public/download/files/181387);  (iv) Christ the Redeemer 

Administrative Procedure (AP) STU#02 Suspension and Expulsion – Located on NDC’s Website 

under Tab - About; (v) Christ the Redeemer Administrative Procedure (AP) STU#06 Field Trips – 

Located on NDC’s Website under Tab - About 

e) INFORMATION ITEM: In response to the Principal deKlerk and Trustee McDonald’s contributions 

about the UCP government, Jacqui V offered that this same UCP government has just passed four 

Ministerial Orders, granting School Boards to be exempted from providing “in school learning” to 

certain students. Certain students mean students with disabilities and complex needs. 

Notwithstanding SC’s are intended to be non-partisan, Jacqui extended her gratitude to CTR for 

the perception of the “bubble” her child enjoys in still being allowed to attend school in person 

f) DISCUSSION ITEM: Guidance around School Council’s role under s.55(4) of the Education Act. 

Jacqui asked Mark and Jody to provide feedback and direction on how School Council brings 

matters to the Board and to the Principal under s.55. For example, does SC have to bring a formal 

motion or can we discuss it collaboratively? Mark responded in advising that his door is always 

https://open.alberta.ca/publications/2019_094
https://www.albertaschoolcouncils.ca/public/download/files/181387
https://notredame.redeemer.ab.ca/documents/e14ba43c-e28d-4353-8e29-e3a8128d6470/STU%2002%20Suspension%20and%20Expulsion.pdf
https://notredame.redeemer.ab.ca/documents/27507d8a-f39a-456e-8395-bb1f8e32d897/STU%2006%20Field%20Trips.pdf
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open, he is always reachable by email, and he is always willing to give a presentation to SC in 

relation to any policy and he always remains open to feedback. Mrs. deKlerk echoed the Trustee’s 

remarks.  Mark indicated that the “turn a round” time is not always expedient. Jacqui did 

acknowledge this in pointing to CTR’s policy governing “policy updates and amendments” 

g) DISCUSSION ITEM: SC Advice to Principal and Trustee: In accepting the direction and feedback 

from the Principal and Trustee, Jacqui brought forth a discussion item about AP STU #06 – 

Suspension and Expulsion. Jacqui respectfully pointed out that there is “no terms or definition” 

of In-School Suspension. SC members discussed amending this STU#02 policy to give more 

context so parents know what happens when their child is suspended “at school.” Ms. deKlerk 

also pointed out that she and her administration team are always open to answer any questions 

that parents have and we should not hesitate to reach out. In this instance, Jodi provided Jacqui 

an excellent in depth explanation of what “in school suspension” means. Jacqui V. thought it be 

good if that explanation found its way into policy one day 

h) DISCUSSION ITEM: SC Advise to Principal and Trustee: AP STU #06 Field Trips. Jacqui wanted to 

share feedback about her experience with co-curricular field trips. There is ambiguity as to whom 

is responsible for paying the “extra” curricular portion of a co-curricular field trip, particularly for 

children with disabilities, complex needs et. al. SC recommends some more guidance for parents 

as to what parents are responsible for pay for when it comes to co-curricular field trips. (ie do 

parents have to pay for Aides, overnight Aides, nurses, special dietary needs, special bedtime 

equipment etc.)  

i) DISCUSSION ITEM – In consideration of time, Jacqui V. withdrew discussion item about concerns 

raised by parents in relation to the recent POWERSCHOOL security/privacy breach.  

j) INFORMATION ITEM - Mavel presented an idea that she and Wynter have been putting together. 

The name of the event could potentially be:  Family Fun Fiesta. This event is intended to replace 

or enhance T Wolf Night at the Den and SC hopes to utilize our $500 ASCE grant. The event is 

ambitious and includes multiple vendors and potentially off campus and weekend festivities. Jody 

suggested that we dedicate March’s SC meeting exclusively to the SC “parent engagement” event 

as time is of the essence. Everyone was in agreement. The dates for a proposed event include 

May 4, 2025, and /or Saturday, May 31, 2025. These are just ideas only.  

 

X. NEXT MEETING 

 

Next meeting is scheduled for March 12, 2025, at 6:45 p.m. 

 

VI. CLOSING PRAYER AND ADJOURNMENT  

 

Cathy Dungeon closed us in prayer. Meeting was adjourned at 8:36 p.m.  MOTION BY S.L. S TO ADJOURN. 

CARRIED. 
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